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Reflections from  
the Rector’s Desk 

Dear Parents, Old Greys and Friends of The Grey 

The 2013 Academic Year has ‘kicked-off’ in great style and I am happy to report 

that we have a full and vibrant School.  Our Academic Staff is positive, intact and 

all hard at work in ensuring that our ‘core business’ of Teaching and Learning is 

operational.  With a positive vibe and spirit of togetherness amongst all of us – as 

The Family of The Grey – I have no doubt that 2013 is going to be another 

bumper year! 

 

A special welcome to all new boys and families to The Grey in 2013 – please 

savour every minute of The Grey journey.  Many thanks to so many of you who 

attended the New Parents’ Information Evening on Tuesday 29 January in the 

de Waal Hall and for the good fellowship which was enjoyed afterwards. 

 

Our new ‘Bodas’ are also settling in extremely well and are enjoying the healthy 

spirit of their new ‘home-from-home’ environment. 

 

STAFFING  

During the December break, we were informed that Mr Brian Mathews has been 

appointed as a Subject Advisor for History in the Department of Education.   He is 

certainly a loss to our History Department where many Grey men have enjoyed 

being taught by him.  I am delighted that Mr Malcolm Andrew has put his hand 

up in coming to our rescue for this term – and at very short notice!  Mr Andrew is a 

former highly respected Headmaster of Dale College.  He has always been a 

great supporter of Grey and is regularly seen on the touchlines – a great 

supporter, other than when we are doing battle against Dale College!    

 

Ms Catherine Wilson joins our permanent staff as a member of the English 

Department – Ms Wilson has a major in English and a BA Journ degree from the 

University of Johannesburg.   
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Mr Richard Gilbert joins our Business Studies Department.   He was schooled at 

Scarborough College in the UK and has a BA Honours degree from Durham 

University.  He has been in the teaching game for 9 years, 8 of which were spent 

in the UK.   Last year he taught at Herbert Hurd  - and it is there that we managed 

to ‘track him down’.    

 

Mr Ryan le Roux matriculated at Graeme College.  He joins the staff with a 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sports Science from the NMMU and Stellenbosch 

Universities; he will be heading up our PE Department  and will also be teaching 

Geography and LO.  In 2011 he was selected to the Spanish National Rugby side 

for both the 15-man game and 7’s - and after his 1st season in Spain, was also 

offered the position of fitness and conditioning coach, which he held for 3 years.       

 

A new arrival to our Department of Music is Mr Louis Potgieter.  Mr Potgieter is a 

product of Framesby High School and completed his 4 year tertiary studies at the 

NMMU.  He has close to 20 years teaching experience and comes to us highly 

recommended from Andrew Rabie.  While at Andrew Rabie, Mr Potgieter served 

as staff representative on the School’s Governing Body and also served on the 

SGB Finance Committee.   

 

We also welcome a number of Students this year into our PGCE and Learnership 

programmes – Mr Carl Snyman (who hopes to graduate at the end of this year) ; 

Mr Tyler Botha (Old Grey 2009) ; Mr Adam Daniels (Old Grey 2007) ; Mr Tapira 

Ndlovu (Zimbabwean and ex Falcon College) and Mr Eduard Bloem (ex 

Framesby).  

  

Mr Chris Townsin has officially taken command of the Director of Discipline 

portfolio, and Mr Pieter Rademeyer is the Director of Intramurals – Clubs and 

Societies.   Mr Neil Thomson has been appointed as Director: Staff liaison, 

Mentorship and Communication.  Mrs Ina Meaker has taken on the role of 

‘Deputy Housemaster’ of Thurlow  and Mrs Anneliese van Niekerk has been 

appointed into a similar position in Vipan House.  Mrs Kerstin Stoltsz will be 

looking after the interests of our Grade 10’s as their Head and Mentor. 

Congratulations to these members of The Grey Staff. 

MATRIC RESULTS 2012 

The preliminary Matric results were released on Wednesday 26 December and 

officially released to our Matrics on Thursday 3 January.  We are indeed proud of 

our Matriculants of 2012 - and I am equally proud of the academic staff - hard 



2013-02-06                                                                                                                                                                                    Page 3 of 8 

Reflections from the Rector’s Desk 

working, committed, and in this noble profession for the right reasons.  It’s all 

about excellence versus mediocrity – and it is indeed a concern that the latter 

has become almost the ‘norm’ in society today!  A table of statistics appears 

below for your interest.   

 

Our Director of Academic Studies, Mr George Symons, looked after the interests 

of the ‘Top Set’ Mathematicians in Grade 12 last year and was delighted that 22 of 

his 26 candidates secured distinctions!!   

 

 

GREY HIGH SCHOOL 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MATRIC CLASS OF 2012 

 171 Candidates  

 100% Pass Rate 

 87% Bachelor’s Pass 

 34 Full  Academic Colours (‘A’-aggregates) 

 277 Subject Distinctions  

 23 Distinctions in Mathematics 

 23 Distinctions in Physical Sciences 

 25 Distinctions in Life Sciences 

 23 Distinctions in Accounting 

 14 Distinctions in Maths P3 and AP Maths 

 87,3% Subject Marks over 50% 

 96,1% Subject marks over 40% 

 

FULL RESULTS AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE:  

www.greyhighschool.com 

ACADEMIC AWARDS DINNER 

Our 8th Academic Awards Dinner was held on Thursday 17 January, where we 

acknowledged our ‘Top 3’ candidates in each Grade, based on the 2012 results.  

This was done together with their proud parents and members of the Academic 

Staff.  Purishlin Govindasamy (Grade 12) achieved the distinction of having 

attended all 5 of these dinners during his High School career.  He also achieved 

10 subject distinctions in the finals!  Dr Jeff Illsley (OG ’64) was our esteemed 

Guest Speaker on this occasion. 
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‘Top 3’ in each Grade:  Grade 8 -  James Kriel, Brad Moorcroft, Murray Biggs; 

Grade 9 – Gary Kibble, Jason Evezard, Ruan Bellingan ; Grade 10 – Johann 

van Niekerk, Nicholas Audley, Rohan Knoetze ; Grade 11 – Devin Stickells, 

Kurt van Staden, Jonathan Leyland ; Grade 12 – Edward Hoskin, Peter 

Martin, Purishlin Govindasamy. 

 

‘BODAS’   

We are blessed with a full Boarding Establishment of 140 Boarders – Our House 

Prefects arrived on the Monday before school started to meet with our new intake 

of Grade 8’s and to take them through their orientation programme.  All new 

‘Boda’ Parents, together with their sons and the staff, were officially 

welcomed on Tuesday 15 January in the impressive Dining Hall of our Boarding 

Establishment.  Mr Greg Thomson has joined Meriway as a Junior Housemaster, 

together with Mr Tapira Ndlovu, who will be stooging for the year. 

 

GREY CAMPUS   

The Grey Campus was a hive of ‘project activity’ during the holidays – the 

front of the school and our famous Tower are in the process of being painted ; a 

new irrigation system (pop-ups) has been installed (and meticulously done) on the 

Pollock Oval ; contractors have also been busy installing a Surveillance System in 

and around the School – all exciting developments!  The completion of our new 

Olympic size Waterpolo pool a few days before the start of the School Nationals 

(‘touch and go’ stuff) was certainly a highlight – and what a fantastic facility it’s 

turned out to be!  We now have an aquatic centre of which we can be proud!  

The official opening will take place on Thursday 7 February at which the many 

stakeholders who have been involved will be acknowledged. 

 

GRADE 8 CAMP AND ORIENTATION 

Our annual Grade 8 Camp was held at Van Stadens during the first week of term 

– a great success and of benefit to all.  Many thanks to Mr Derryk Jordan for his 

organisation, the staff involved and the School Prefects for looking after their best 

interests. 

 

SOCIAL WITH OUR SISTER SCHOOL 

The 1st Term Social, held on Friday 1 February with our Sisters from Collegiate, 

was a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Well done to our Men in 

Matric for leading the way, our Social Committee and the Grey Staff for their 

organisation and supervision.  Special thanks to Mr Hadyn Skinner and 

Chairman of the Social Committee, Cameron Mukheibir. 
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THE GREY PRAYER GROUP 

A communication was sent out earlier this week informing Grey Parents that this 

Prayer Group will meet on Mondays.  Please be informed that this was meant to 

state TUESDAYS, from 08:00 to 09:00.  For more information please contact 

Brenda Stickells on stickells@mweb.co.za or 072.244.3747. 

  

RECENT SUCCESSES AND ACHIEVEMENTS  

 A number of our Grey men and staff were, during the December break,  involved 

in sporting activities – both at Provincial and School levels.  Thanks to those 

staff members who gave up a good ‘slice’ of their holiday in organising festivals 

and camps for our men – Mr Neil Bielby (Director:Sport) and his teams for putting 

together the National U15 Cricket Week as well as our own 1st Team Festival with 

10 participating schools; Coach, Fred Swarbrook , Mr Fenner Barnard and Mr 

Dave Callaghan for organising a pre-cricket festival ‘camp’ and ‘geesopbou’ get-

together for our 1st X1 – top class!  Thanks to Mr Richard Dolley and Mr Richard 

Gilbert for taking our 2nd X1 to Graaff-Reinet and to Mr Greg Thomson and Mr 

Ryan Laurie for looking after our Colts side in Queenstown.  Mrs Sue Atherton 

was at her normal best in looking after the ‘inner man’ during our home festival!  

Estate Manager, Mr Danny Daniel, and his Team also deserve credit for all their 

hard work during this holiday! 

 

I visited our Rowing Camp in Port Alfred – it was there that I experienced a 

wonderfully positive vibe amongst parents, coaches and our rowers – and also a 

good turn-out of new boys.  Well done to Mr Steve van Niekerk (m-i-c rowing), 

Coach Benjamin Ekron, Mr Carl Snyman, and the assistant coaches.  It was 

also great to observe the involvement of willing parents – preparing food and 

assisting in so many ways. 

 

It was my privilege to attend the capping ceremony of the EP Waterpolo 

players towards the end of last year – most were Grey boys!  And, in the 

Nationals, our EP sides fared particularly well!  Mr Dean Carelse is to be 

congratulated for his massive input into the organisation of the National Festival 

which Port Elizabeth hosted and for ‘showcasing’ our venue the way he did!  He 

did the Province and The Grey proud!! 

Congratulations to Nick Beswick and Brandon Brown on their selection to the 

SA Schools’ Waterpolo Squad and to Ryan Rainier on his selection as a SA 

Schools’ Referee.  

   

mailto:stickells@mweb.co.za
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We congratulate Shaakir Abrahams on his selection to the SA Schools’ Cricket 

X1.  The following cricketers represented the Warriors U19 Team – Lloyd Brown 

(C), Shaun Osborne, Bradley Bopp and Shaakir Abrahams. 

 

Athletics – Our Inter-house Athletics Meeting was held on Wednesday 23 

January.  Congratulations to the ‘Bodas’ who were, yet again, convincing 

winners.  The NMMU Athletics Oval proved to be a popular and most appropriate 

venue for this event.  In the recent Zonal Athletics Meeting held at Linkside High, 

Gerik Rautenbach (U14) broke the U14 and U15 School Shot Put record which 

was set 40 years ago in 1973 – this, with a distance of 16,41m!  Our Grey athletes 

recorded no fewer than 40 1st places!! 

 

Swimming – Our Inter-house Swimming Gala takes place at 18:30 on Monday 

11 February at the Newton Park Indoor Pool.  We once again look forward to 

great parental support.   

 

Congratulations to Christopher Reid on being selected to the SA Team to 

compete in the BHP Billiton Tri-Nation Aquatic Super Series in Perth, Australia, 

which took place on 18 and 19 January.  The team competed against Australia 

and China.  Christopher has most deservedly been awarded his Senior Protea 

Colours by SASCOC.   

 

Congratulations to a number of our swimmers who have been selected to the 

Eastern Province Swimming Team – Kurt van Staden [Captain], Kuno 

Boettiger, MC Burri, Nicolas Adam, Greg Kotze, Luke Stevenson, Hampton 

van Rooyen, Jason Collier, Credence Pattinson, Mohammed Connelly, Matt 

and Shaun King. 

 

Waterpolo - Our 1st Waterpolo Team were successful in East London  where 

they came out ‘tops’ in the Port Rex Festival by beating St Andrew’s 5-3 in the 

final.  More recently they travelled to Bloemfontein for the ITEC National U18 

Tournament.  Results: vs Glenwood – 11-0; vs Selborne – 6-4; vs Grey Bloem – 

17-1(this in front of a very partisan crowd of supporters); vs Wynberg (Quarters) – 

13-3; vs St Stithian’s (Semis) – 8-9.  We then met Clifton from Durban in the 3rd 

and 4th playoff, and managed to cruise to a 6-2 victory.  Our men then represented 

us last weekend in Grahamstown where they showed their mettle by securing fine 

victories over Kingswood, Selborne and St Andrew’s.   
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Well done to Coach and Team: Oscar Biggs, Jason Evezard, Cameron Easton, 

Matt King, Danzel van der Merwe, Greg Aubin, Jeremy Ward, Cameron 

Mukheibir, Jason James, Cameron Johnson, Peter Nel, Nick Beswick and 

Matthew Edwards. 

 

Cricket -  Our Cricketers have experienced a full programme, with our 1st X1 

having already done battle against St Charles, Glenwood, Durban High School 

(these at our Festival), Paul Roos, Paarl Boys’ High, Noordkaap and Bishops.  

In our latest T20 encounter with Framesby, a very competent Framesby X1 beat 

us by 7 wickets!  Congratulations to Bernard Ferreira (106 not out) playing 

against St Charles, Lloyd Brown (102 not out) against Paul Roos and Murray 

Schepers (110 not out) playing for the U14B’s against Alexander Road U14A.  

Our 1st X1 will be participating in the Independent Schools’ Festival to be 

hosted by St Alban’s in Pretoria from 21-24 February 2013. 

    

Tennis – Our Tennis players recently secured some fine results against Nico 

Malan and Daniel Pienaar.  In Partnership with the Wembley Tennis Club, we 

have invested money to assist in the upgrading of this facility.  We believe that this 

facility, together with the Clubhouse, will be a more ‘user-friendly’ venue for our 

Parents, Visitors and Supporters.  Congratulations to Dane Mechali who has 

been chosen to represent South Africa at the Jewish Maccabi Games in Israel. 

  

Biathlon - Well done to Juan Swart (U17) and Kurt van Staden (Junior Men) 

who were recently selected to represent EP Biathlon  in Oudtshoorn against WD, 

WP, Freestate and Boland. 

 

Angling – Jesse Botha and Ben Keeton, both representing EP, took part in the 

recent SA Junior Angling Competition held in Durban and won Bronze Medals in 

their team event.  Well done to these Grey men! 

 

Rowing – Our Rowers have been in action and ‘fired-up’ at two regattas which 

have already taken place this term – The Settler’s Dam Regatta, hosted by St 

Andrew’s College and the ZRC (Redhouse) Regatta for Juniors, hosted by 

ourselves.  Many thanks to so many parents for your fantastic support and to the 

Rowing Committee under the very able chairmanship of Mr Philip Leyland for all 

that you continue to do in the best interests of Rowing at The Grey! 

Basketball – In a recent fixture against St Andrew’s, our visitors were victorious in 

all 4 matches which were played.  It’s ‘back to the drawing board’ for our 

Basketball men! 
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Thurlow House – Congratulations to Dane Bonnage on his recent appointment 

as a Thurlow House Prefect. 

 

Showtime Awards 2013 -  The 2013 ‘Showtime Awards’ was recently held at the 

Savoy Theatre – this to recognise young talent displayed by individual scholars 

and in local theatre also school productions in Port Elizabeth.  We remain proud of 

the entire cast and production team of Grey and Collegiate’s production of ‘The 

King and I’ that was staged at The Port Elizabeth Opera House in March last 

year.  The King and I received the following ‘Showtime’ Awards: 

 

Douglas Smith (Grey High) – Best Actor in a Musical; Danielle Carr (Collegiate) 

– Best Supporting Actress in a Musical; Nicole Johnson (Collegiate) – Best 

Female Vocalist; James van der Merwe (Grey Junior) – Best Supporting Actor.  

The Production was also awarded ‘Best Theatre Achievement in Port Elizabeth 

for 2012’ and ‘Best Show of the Year’ (all 4 schools).  Congratulations to Mr 

Shawn Lyon – Best Musical Director and Mr Pieter Rademeyer – Best Publicity 

Programme and Public Relations. 

 

First Aid Club – Leadership positions for 2013 were recently announced.  

Congratulations to Sven Benson (Chairman), Chad Momberg (Vice –Chairman) 

and the Senior Committee – Alex Szczawinski, James Sewell, Jarryd Steele, 

Alistair Urquhart and Justin Knott. 

 

Library – Well done to these Grey men who were recently appointed into Senior 

positions within our Library:  Head Librarian – Tiago Vital and Senior Librarians – 

Young-Hyun Kim and Brydon Leonard. 

 

Afrikaans Society – The following Gentlemen were recently elected as members 

of the Afrikaans Society for 2013 – Johann van Niekerk (Chairman), Wium 

Bouwer (Vice-Chairman), Ruan Bellingan, Hein-Pierre Duvenhage and 

Stephan Bouwer. 

 

Thank you ALL for your wonderful support and for all that you continue to 

do for and mean to The Grey. 

 

 

NEIL R CRAWFORD 
2013.02.06 


