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Dear Parents, Old Greys and Friends of The Grey 

We have experienced an ‘action-packed’ start to 2017! Thanks to so many of you 
for your fantastic support and positive participation in a variety of ways.  May all 
that we do continue to be in the best interests of The Grey and those we 
serve. 

MATRIC RESULTS 2016 

We released Matric results on 5 January – a great and positive vibe was 
evident in the de Waal Hall as a good number of 2016 Grade 12’s gathered to 
collect their certificates.  There was much jubilation with many of our men doing 
outstandingly well.  Thanks to our Director of Academic Studies, Mrs Judith 
Parfitt, for collecting results from the DoE - also to those staff members who 
arrived to analyse and to distribute results, man the switch-board for incoming 
phone calls, enquiries, etc. We salute the commitment and effort of so 
many of our matriculants, teachers and parents. We were recently 
delighted to hear that 2016 matriculant, Jan le Roux, scored the highest mark 
(94%) for English in the Eastern Cape. SABC will be flying him to Johannesburg 
to interview him and congratulate him on his success.  

ACADEMIC AWARDS DINNER 

Our annual Academic Awards Dinner was held on Tuesday 10 January to 
recognise and acknowledge our ‘top achievers’ in each grade – all based on 2016 
results.  Mr Yamkela Ntola (Old Grey and Prefect of 2007) was our Guest 
Speaker and delivered an excellent address to all assembled on this prestigious 
occasion.   
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Those acknowledged, in the presence of their proud parents and academic staff, 

were: 

Grade 8:  3rd Craig Danckwerts, 2nd Russell Lister, and 1st Nafi Alam  

Grade 9:  2nd Benjamin Roode, 2nd Ricky King, and 1st Sachin Naidoo 

Grade 10: 3rd Dylan de Lange, 2nd Douw Steenkamp, and 1st Gerhard 
Woithe 

Grade 11: 3rd Joshua Stander, 3rd Keegan Hull, 2nd Dylan Finlay, and 1st 
Matthew Ash   

Grade 12: 3rd Murray Biggs, 1st Joshua van Zyl and 1st Jan le Roux.   

Our sincere thanks to Mrs Lucille Mather for her organisation and attention to 
detail.  Mrs Sue Atherton and our Mothers’ Committee continue to do 
fantastic work for The Grey and their contribution towards the success of 
functions of this nature is never taken for granted. 

 VISIT BY MEC AND HIS DELEGATION 

Our MEC: Education, together with his delegation, visited us on Thursday 12 
January.  I was able to share a 10-minute presentation, before we sat around 
and discussed relevant issues.  I did, again, amongst other items, stress the 
absolute importance of Provincial Bulletins being timeously provided for the 

advertising of a number of our vacant posts.  

STAFFING 

We were delighted to welcome a number of new staff members to The Grey this 
year: 

MR CARL SNYMAN: Well known to many of us, Mr Snyman joined the Grey 
staff in 2009 as an Intern and resident master in our boarding establishment. 
After qualifying he left us for a year to spread his wings, opting to gain 
experience in a co-ed environment – and so it was that he was snapped up by 
Pearson.   A year later, an application from Mr Snyman was back on my desk 
and we welcomed him back with open arms.  He has joined the Mathematics 
department – his experience in the subject extends to being a facilitator in our 
Siyabona Outreach Programme as well as a facilitator for AP (Advanced 
Programme) Mathematics.   

MR FENNER BARNARD: Mr Barnard was appointed to The Grey in January 
2008 and spent a number of successful and enjoyable years with us before 
moving to the “Big Smoke” in Gauteng where he took up an appointment at St 
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David’s Marist Inanda.  He has returned to us as an assistant Housemaster in 
Meriway - Mr Barnard has boarding experience and knowledge of the Grey 
boarding system. He has re-joined our English Department. 

MS ROXANN MEAKER: Miss Meaker is an old ‘Pearsonite’ and matriculated in 
2011. She studied at Stellenbosch University where she graduated with a BA 
Honours in History and her PGCE Post Grad Certificate: Education. Ms Meaker 
has joined our History department. 

MRS SUZANNE DU PLESSIS: Mrs du Plessis has helped us out on occasions 
as a substitute teacher.  With 25 years of teaching experience, she has held the 
positions of Subject Head, HOD, Deputy Principal (all at Westering) – and has 
also served and taught at many other schools.  With majors in Geography, 
Zoology and Botany, Mrs du Plessis is very well equipped and qualified to be 
joining these academic departments (Life Sciences and Geography) at The Grey.   

MR CORBYN DOLLEY: Mr Dolley’s father, Richard, was on our staff for a 
number of years and was, on 1 October last year, appointed Deputy Head of 
Westering High. Mr Corbyn Dolley matriculated at Grey in 2006 and went on to 
study at the NMMU.  He has, through CSA and SAHA, achieved some impressive 
coaching qualifications.  He served a stint (2 years in fact) as a Cricket Pro in the 
UK and has, until very recently, been Cricket coach of the NMMU Madibaz.  Mr 
Dolley is teaching EMS, LO, Geography and Technology. 

MRS WENDY CLARKE: A valued staff member and well known to many, Mrs 
Clarke left us in October 2015 to join and support her late husband, John - this 
when he took his leave of us as a result of illness.  They were able to spend 
some quality and valuable time together doing many of the things they wanted 
to do.  It is wonderful having her back ‘on board’. Mrs Clarke is presently involved 
with the teaching of NS and ICT. 

MR JACQUES DE KOCK: Mr Jacques de Kock has joined us as part of our 
‘Learnership programme’. He is an Old Grey who matriculated in 2008 and 
has, for a number of years, been coaching Waterpolo at The Grey. We are 
naturally delighted that he is taking up the noble profession of teaching  

OTHER STAFFING NEWS: 

Mr Andrewe Hayidakis has been appointed as a Deputy Head of Grey College 
Junior and will take up this position on 1 March in Bloemfontein. We 
congratulate him on this fine achievement.  Mr Martin Molenaar will be 
moving into Warring House (Grey Junior) as the newly-appointed Housemaster. 
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A number of new internal staffing appointments and promotions were 
announced towards the end of last year:  with the retirement of Mr George 
Symons, Mr Anton Scholtz has been appointed as Deputy Headmaster in an 
acting capacity. He is also our newly-appointed Director of Discipline.   

Mr Marc Brown has officially been promoted to Head of Department (HOD) – 
this is a departmental post (PL2).  Mrs Judith Parfitt takes on the portfolio as 
Director of Academics.  She will also serve (ex-officio) on the School Governing 
Body. Mr Chris Townsin is now Director of Housemasters.  We have always 
had a Director of Intramurals (Clubs and Societies), but Mr Simon Sonderup’s 
new title is Director of Media and Intramurals.  Mrs Linda Carr will serve as 
Grade 11 Head, while Mr Richard Gilbert will head up Johnson House 
(Housemaster).  Mr Allan Miles takes over from Mr Hayidakis as Housemaster 
of Thurlow, while Mr Brian Jacobs will take on the role of Grade 8 Head. Mrs 
Michelle Miles – Mathematics and Geography – will serve in a temporary 
capacity until the end of June before an appointment is made to replace Mr 
Hayidakis.   

‘BODAS’ 

Our new intake arrived on Monday 9 January for their orientation programme.  
New parents and their sons were all welcomed in the Boarding Establishment 
Dining Room at 09:30 on the same day where they were addressed by the 
Rector, Chairman of the Hostel Council, Mr Vlam Michau, and Senior 

Housemaster, Mr Gerhard Hills.  

GRADE 8 CAMP – WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY – FRIDAY 13 JANUARY 

Our Grade 8’s were transported to Van Staden’s River Mouth for their annual 
camp and all 180 returned safely and intact at 13:00 on Friday 13 January.  Many 
thanks to Grade Head, Mr Andrewe Hayidakis, for his arrangements together 
with all Staff and Prefects for accompanying the ‘troops’. Our Prefects are to 
be congratulated for the manner in which they managed our new intake - a 
worthwhile exercise and a fine group of young men! We look forward to 
following their progress as they ‘climb the ladder of success’ at The Grey.   

OLD GREYS – STAFF WELCOMING 

We are most grateful to Old Grey President, Mr Dave Hurr, Executive Chairman, 
Mr Ian Pringle, and members of the Old Grey Exco for hosting this gathering 
on Monday 16 January. This is always a great opportunity for good fellowship as 
we introduce new members of staff to our Junior Grey colleagues.   
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We continue to value the excellent relationship that exists between 

our schools and with the Old Grey Union. 

PARENT-PREFECT DINNER 

A most enjoyable evening was held on Thursday 31 January in the Rectory 
Garden together with our newly-appointed prefects and their good parents.  It 
was on this occasion that we, once again, reaffirmed our support for our 
Leadership Team as they approach the challenges which lie ahead.   

NEW PARENTS SOCIAL AND WELCOMING 

This gathering of New Parents to The Grey took place at 17:30 on Thursday 26 
January in the de Waal Hall and Memorial Quad – thanks to so many of you 
for attending. This served as an ‘Information Meeting’ where parents also 
enjoyed the opportunity of engaging with their son’s Housemaster. We look 
forward to a healthy, enjoyable and positive partnership for the next five years.  
I enjoyed the excellent ‘vibe’, camaraderie and fellowship which were evident on 
that evening.  Thanks to Mr Simon Sonderup for his organisation.  

PROSPECTIVE NEW BOYS AND PARENTS TO THE GREY 

Prospective parents and their sons were provided with the opportunity of visiting 
our school on the evenings of Tuesday 7 February to Thursday 9 February – I 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity of meeting so many great families.  We 
recorded a very positive turn-out indeed!  After a welcome and chat, parents 
and their boys were taken to various manned stations around the campus – 
thanks to so many staff and our Grey men who were involved in this exercise.   

Thank you all for considering Grey High School as your No 1 choice for 
the furtherance of your son’s education!  A fantastic ‘vibe’ was 
especially evident on the Thursday evening when our Grey Junior 
parents attended their ‘Open Evening’! 

MATRIC PARENTS’ INFORMATION EVENING 

This gathering of Matric Parents will take place at 17:30 on Tuesday 28 February 
in the de Waal Hall. Thank you all for your continued support – may this be a 
fantastic year for our Matrics, together with you, their supportive and 
valued parents! 

HOSTEL COUNCIL MEETING 

Our Hostel Council met on Friday 10 February – a positive and most worthwhile 
gathering, as always.  Many thanks to Chairman, Mr Vlam Michau and his 
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Team, for what they continue to do in the best interests of our ‘Bodas’.  Two 
new Council Members were appointed – Mr Richard Bennett and Mrs Tracy 
Greeff. We thank them for their willingness to serve in this capacity. 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Grey Psychologist, Mr Hendrik Uys, is thanked for running two of these 
sessions for all House Prefects during Reading Periods on Thursdays – a very 
worthwhile exercise and some quality time spent with Housemasters and their 
leadership teams. 

GOVERNING BODY FOUNDATION  

The GBF Annual General Meeting was held on 30 January at Erica Primary.  CEO, 
Mr Tim Gordon, addressed the gathering on “Two Decades On – Where is our 
Education Now?”  This was a very interesting discourse indeed.  Thanks to 
Chairman of the Board, Mr Greg Billson, for his attendance. 

SPORTING ACTIVITIES  

Our Waterpolo players fared particularly well at our recent Quadrangular 
festival with our 1st Team beating rivals, Paul Roos, Selborne and St 
Andrew’s.  At the ITEC U18 Festival, hosted by Grey College, our men 
returned with Gold, having beaten the fancied Clifton College in the final.  Our 
1st Team enjoyed some fine victories in the Vides Festival in East London – 
only to be beaten by Selborne in the finals.  They experienced ‘mixed fortunes’ 
in the recent St Andrew’s Festival in Grahamstown.  Our U15 Polo side have, 
to date, achieved Gold in all festivals, while our U14’s continue to ‘shine’, 
succumbing only to the might of Selborne.  Our 2nd Polo Team has also done 
us proud by achieving some fine results, both in the Pearson 2nd Team 
Festival, as well as the Oakhill Chukka Festival.  

Congratulations to Luke Butler who has recently returned from Zimbabwe 
having represented the SA U17 Waterpolo side – who, at the end of this 
tournament, emerged as worthy winners!     

Our Rowers returned from the recent Selborne Regatta with Gold!  The 1st 
Quad surprised the entire regatta by winning the final, beating St Alban’s who 
was the ‘hot favourite’! Congratulations to David Porter (Captain), 
Damian Pienaar, Anthony Lightening, Chris Gottschalk and Jaryd van 
der Westhuysen.  

Our Squash players were in Bloemfontein recently and returned undefeated – 
this after experiencing similar straight victories at the Dave Hodgson Festival in 
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Grahamstown.  Congratulations to Murray Schepers (Captain), Gerard 

Mitchell, Juanre Venter, Murray Keeton, Russell Horn and Martin Ellis. 

Our 1st Basketball Team have, this term ‘squeezed in’ with narrow victories 
against St Andrew’s and Kingswood. 

Our 1st and 2nd Tennis Teams did us proud recently by winning all their 
matches against Pearson – a ‘clean sweep’ of 16 sets to 0!  And then the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd teams continued on their winning streak by defeating the 1st teams of 
Brandwag, Muir and VP respectively and not losing a single game.  The total 
number of sets were 24 to Grey and only 1 set to the opposition teams. 

We are proud of Murray Keeton, Lance Daniel and Daniel Dickenson for 
being selected to represent the EP Junior Angling Team, which participated 

in the nationals held in Mossel Bay. 

Many of our athletes secured notable results at the recent PE High Schools’ 
Championships:  In the U15 division Siviwe Zondani was 1st in the 100m 
with a time of 11,16s, while Arnold Coetzee set a Meeting Record in the Shot 
Put with a distance of 15,41m.  In the U19 division Uan Tait was placed 1st in 
the 100m with a time of 11,00s, while Gerik Rautenbach was placed 1st in the 
Shot Put with a new Meeting Record of 14,90m.  Well done to our athletes for 
winning 19 Gold, 18 Silver and 7 Bronze medals at this championship! 

Our Cricketers (1st X1, 2nd X1, Colts A and 14A’s) all shone by winning all 4 
matches against Bishops.  Unfortunately, all matches against Rondebosch (at 
home) were affected by weather. Cricket against Grey College in Bloemfontein 
was, unfortunately, also ‘washed-out’!  More recently we enjoyed a ‘clean sweep’ 
of victories against Selborne, played at home and away. 

INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS 

Our Interhouse Athletics Meeting was held at the Port Elizabeth Oval on Tuesday 
17 January. The ‘Bodas’ were, once again, in fine form, and emerged as 
convincing winners.  Congratulations to organiser, Mr Louis du Plessis, all staff 
and officials who assisted. 

INTERHOUSE SWIMMING GALA 

This gala, held on Monday 6 February was held at the Newton Park Indoor Pool, 
was a great success with Lang House emerging as worthy winners.  Many 
thanks to Mrs Lucille Mather for her organisation – this together with 
Swimming House Captains.   
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Our EP Swimming Officials were superb in the professional manner in which 
the gala was handled.  Thanks to Parents and Supporters for your 
attendance at these events. 

Thank you ALL for your wonderful support and for all that you continue 
to do for and mean to The Grey.  Our end of term Newsletter will contain 
additional information relating to academic, sporting and cultural matters.  
Details of upcoming tours and festivals will also be provided. 

TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO 

 
 
 
 
NEIL R CRAWFORD 
2017.02.22 

 
 
Useful links: 

 Keep in touch with your school through the School Communicator: to 
install on your phone/iPad/tablet/computer:  
http://www.school-communicator.com/download.php 

 

http://www.school-communicator.com/download.php

