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This long, toilsome term has finally come to an end. With that comes great relief, great weather and great �mes. I 
can say that I have been looking forward to this period of �me for quite a while, as I'm sure many of you have, 
because we all need a well-deserved, long break from the busyness of school. And this year has been a long one! 
Since school starts on 15 January next year, we get a week longer December holiday compared to last year.

What was great to see this term was the performance of our beloved Springboks at the recent Rugby World Cup. 
Led by Old Grey Siya Kolisi, they made the whole na�on proud and united us all as one by winning and breaking 
several records. The way we coalesced as a na�on was incredible to witness and we should remain this way for a 
long �me to upli� ourselves and our country. Once again, we salute you, Bokke. 

That is also the goal of our new Head Prefect, Liyema Matyolweni, and his Prefect Body – all of whom I would like to 
congratulate on their well-deserved appointments. I know they will lead us well and do us proud. You all can look 
forward to those Prefect interviews in next term's edi�on.

Now it's �me to put your feet up, relax, soak up the summer sun and enjoy your holiday wherever you go, 
hopefully with this copy of the Grey Ma�er in your hand. Mr van Niekerk and all the reporters have worked 
adroitly behind the scenes, and we hope you appreciate it. 



By Oscar Stickells

Mrs Debbie Rowe
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How long have you been a teacher and where were you 
previously teaching?
I have been teaching for almost 25 years. I did most of my 
teaching in Cape Town. The longest I was at a school was 13 years 
at Parkland College. I see they just beat you guys at gaming – it is 
a very technological school. Before I came to Port Elizabeth I was 
at an all-girls’ school called Springfield Convent in Wynberg, 
Cape Town, and last year when I arrived in PE I taught briefly at 
Harvest Chris�an School.

What is the best part about teaching?
I love people and I love my students so I think the best part is to 
be able to help learners achieve their personal best.

Why did you decide to come to Grey?
I decided to come to Grey because in this city it is a very well 
known school, it's a school with a very good reputa�on and a 
good track record academically, historically and just all round. I 
also think that I can grow personally and professionally at a 
school that I think is quite well-rounded.

What has been your favourite thing about Grey so far?
I really admire the tradi�on and I enjoy the respect that the 
learners are encouraged to show to everybody. I think the staff 
have been excellent – they have been very helpful and friendly. I 
like the facili�es as well .

How would you describe yourself in three words?
Passionate, Caring, Adventurous

If you weren't a teacher, what would 
you be?
If I wasn't a teacher I would probably be 
a child psychologist, photo journalist or 
a figure skater.

What was your most memorable 
experience of your school days?
I have many. It's kind of mixed because I 

went to school, especially high school, 
during the student riot years in Cape Town so some of my most 
memorable experiences would be running away from the cops, 
student rallies and lots of those kinds of things. Then I think the 
be�er part would be from primary school. I always liked school 
events and sport events, I really enjoyed those types of things.

What was your favourite subject at school?
OK, so although I am a science teacher my favourite subject at 
school was the languages. I really enjoy languages, so much so 
that I would go a�er school and study French at the Allianz. I 
always thought I would do a language or psychology as I said 
earlier. I really enjoyed English and of course Biology.

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?
Outside of school I like to travel and I enjoy spending �me with 
people. Reading is one of my passions so I love to read as well. I 
really enjoy live theatre and I love standup comedy and going to 
places like theatres and museums.

By Julian Schmidt

Mr Steyn van Eeden

 Which university did you a�end?
N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  M e t ro p o l i ta n 
University 

What school did you a�end?
Die Brandway High School

What are your hobbies and interests?
FIFA

Why have you decided to return to Grey?
I decided to return to PE, so Grey is the obvious choice – it's the 
best school around!

How does it feel having a twin brother who is also a teacher at 
Grey?
For me it’s normal as I have no experience of not having a twin 
brother.

How did it feel leaving and then coming back to Grey a�er your 
temporary leave?
Made my second ‘first day’ a lot easier.

Describe yourself in 3 words?
Honest, Fair, Short

What have you been doing since you le� Grey?
I have been teaching IGCSE Math and Add Math in Malaysia at an 
interna�onal school.

While at Grey (then and now), what has been your fondest 
memory?
Bea�ng Grey Bloem with the Reds @home in 2016.

What is your idea of success?
Depends on the person, but basically achieving or reaching 
certain goals.



By Rohan Naidoo

Mrs Landie Oosthuizen
When did you start teaching?
April 2011

What have you enjoyed most about teaching at Grey?
I have enjoyed sharing my enthusiasm for my subject ma�er and to see students transform from having zero or 
very li�le programming ability into competent problems solvers and system developers. Knowing that I tried to 
make a difference, to inspire, mentor and encourage my pupils to dream made teaching worthwhile. 

What is the most interes�ng thing you have learned while teaching Informa�on Technology at Grey? 
The change from co-ed teaching to boys-only teaching forced me to step outside of my comfort zone and take 
on some new challenges. I have learnt that boys do not learn with their ears, and that some can complete a PAT 
in a few days. 
As a teacher I always knew that my number one job was to mo�vate my students, and my mo�o in class is and will always be: “You only fail 
once you stop trying”.
I have also learned that boys take the saying “When the going gets tough, the tough get going” to another level.  

 What will you miss most about Grey?
There is too much to men�on, but to name a few: Patrick's friendly face when he greets each and every person who passes the security 
area, the beau�ful campus, the wonderful staff and the pupils who I've taught and have grown so fond of. I will miss them all dearly.

By Craig van Loggerenberg

Teacher Interviews

Ques�ons
1. What was your favourite event of the year?
2. What are your favourite hobbies?
3. What is your favourite quote?

4. What mo�vated you to become a teacher?
5. What would you say is the happiest �me in your life?
6. What type of people do you have the most respect for?
7. What makes you proud to work at Grey?

Mr Anton Scholtz

1. Without a doubt, Trooping of The Colour. The atmosphere created around the school on the day is really awesome, rare and will 
never be experienced in other schools. A lot of work goes into the Trooping and it is a difficult parade to do. It is so sa�sfying for me to 
see the pride on the faces of the cadets once the parade is over (yes, even those who reluctantly par�cipated).

2. Gardening (I think most of the staff enjoy gardening), po�ering around in my “Man Cave” and reading.
3. “There is some good in this world… and it's worth figh�ng for.”
    “Faithless is he that says farewell when the road darkens.”
    “All we have to decide is what to do with the �me that is given to us.”
4. I wanted to be a sport physiotherapist but wasn't accepted due to my marks. I love coaching sport and 

decided that I should try teaching – and here I am.
5. I'm at my happiest when I have my family around me. As a family we have always been so blessed and 

we have always got on very well. It's always great to be together.
6. I have respect for ALL people but I have the utmost respect for people who do social work and help 

others even though their own circumstances aren't the best. I have the utmost respect for people who 
have had a very tough life, those who never complain and those who always help others because they 
see their inner-strength.

7. Everyone expects me to say 'Because of the tradi�ons, values, ethos of the school etc.' Many schools 
have that. I feel proud because of how hard the staff work, from teachers to the ground staff. I feel proud 
to be part of one of the best schools in the country because of the efforts of everyone.

8. What was the worst year from a discipline perspec�ve?
    That's a difficult ques�on as every year has its ups and downs. There is always a small minority of boys who don't embrace the ethos 

and values that we at The Grey stand for.
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Ms Celesté van Vuuren
1. All the holidays and looking forward to more.
2. I love to read, I'm on book 8 of 14 of Wheel of Time. I also love a good series (currently it’s Season 10 of The Walking Dead).
3. I have two: “Gee my krag en trek my nader”- Charlo�e Gerber (my mother) and, “No ma�er how fast light travels, it finds the darkness 

has always got there first and is wai�ng for it”.
4. When I was in Matric, I was asked to help my cousin to pass math (Gr. 8). He was struggling and was going to fail his grade. He passed 

and he finally had a good founda�on for the rest of high school. His gra�tude as well as his mother's is what mo�vated me to go into 
teaching.

5. Right now.
6. People who treat others with common decency.
7. The tradi�ons that make Grey, GREY; and the fact that The Grey is steeped in history.
8. What advice would you give to people trying to improve their Afrikaans?

I sound like a broken record, but if you're struggling with Afrikaans go on YouTube and watch Afrikaans cartoons and vetkoekpaleis, 
because it doesn't feel like work and it can improve your marks! (And o�en be funny, too!)

Mr Allan Miles
1. Farmer's Market, because it is so special to see how the Bodas’ parents rally to support the school. Every Derby Day is also very special. 

It is a chance for the players to show how much passion they have for the school.
2. I like reading non-fic�on and I am a blogger. 

Check out my blog: h�ps://coachtalk.wordpress.com/blog/ 
3. “A simple smile. That's the start of opening your heart and being compassionate to others.” ~ Dalai 

Lama
4. I started teaching in 2002 and that's when I realised it was my passion and my calling. Seeing a 

pupil develop and realise their poten�al is something that mo�vates me.
5. When I see my children happy.
6. I respect all people who are open, honest and show humility.
7. Being part of the pres�ge and tradi�on. 
8. As an Old Selborne boy, were you worried about coming to Grey?

Not at all, I had taught at other schools so I knew what to expect. Grey and Selborne are very similar, one is just be�er than the other…

Mr Ryan Laurie
1. Prize-giving. Knowing that I played a role in the success and achievement of a pupil and to see his efforts rewarded is really mo�va�ng 

to me.
2. Being outdoors on the beach, or on the tennis court, reading a good book or watching a hair-raising thriller.
3. “The price of success is hard work, dedica�on to the job at hand, and the determina�on that whether we win or lose, we have applied 

the best of ourselves to the task at hand.” – Vince Lombardi.
4. I believe teaching is a calling, not an op�on. I felt called into the profession; it's very social and offers an awesome lifestyle.
5. The simple pleasures in life give me the most joy, when I'm with my family, si�ng around the fire, or watching Federer win Wimbledon, 

ha-ha – I feel joy.
6. Ordinary people doing extraordinary things. I have respect for the man on the street trying to provide for his family.
7. Grey is more than just 'a school', it's a way of life – it's a family and I feel proud and privileged to be part of such a caring family.
8. What do you believe is the best mentality to have in life?

Take all your opportuni�es. Make each day count. Work harder than the guy next to you and focus on the present and what lies ahead.

Mr Tyler Botha
1. Prize-giving and Valedictory always stand out, and the reason is simple: on this day, we show off the 

achievements of our young men, as well as our young men taking their first steps to becoming an Old 
Grey member.

2. When �me allows it I enjoy hun�ng, fishing and the occasional hike.
3. “Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” – Ralph Waldo 

Emerson.
4. My biggest mo�va�on was that I wanted to be involved at The Grey. Once a Grey man, always a Grey 

man.
5. I am happy all the �me. We need to learn to be grateful and appreciate all the blessing we have each day.
6. Genuine and honest people. People who are prepared to work hard no ma�er their background and 

circumstances.
7. The answer has to be everything. Grey is far more than a school, it is an ins�tu�on which is made up of so 

many different components. Grey is able to offer everyone something.
8. What is your favourite thing about Grey?

The individuals who walk these hallowed halls are what make Grey special. These individuals go out of 
their way and are always prepared to assist students.

Ques�ons
1. What was your favourite event of the year?
2. What are your favourite hobbies?
3. What is your favourite quote?

4. What mo�vated you to become a teacher?
5. What would you say is the happiest �me in your life?
6. What type of people do you have the most respect for?
7. What makes you proud to work at Grey?
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Mr Corbyn Dolley
1. Personally, our U15 Cricket Fes�val was memorable for a number of reasons. Most notably the Colts A win vs Jeppe off the last ball of the day.
2. Reading, listening to podcasts and music, keeping fit, volunteering, going to church, spending �me with loved ones and fishing.
3.”Comparison is the thief of joy” – Theodore Roosevelt.
4. I didn't always want to be a teacher; however, every day I spend in the classroom I realise it's my des�ny. I take a lot of inspira�on from the 

students and the environment of Grey.
5. I believe happiness is a choice, we have the choice – we have the power to choose how we feel in certain circumstances. Things that do make 

me incredibly happy are my faith, my fiancé and my family.
6. People who are authen�c, honest and with a good strong value system.
7. The tradi�on and heritage, and our school's rich history to produce well rounded, quality members of society.
8. Who was the biggest role model in your life?

I've had a few during different seasons of my life. My dad, however, has set the bar for me just in terms of what it is to be a both a gentleman 
and a leader in this day and age. I owe so much of who I am to both him and my mom – most notably the sacrifices they made to send me to 
our beloved ins�tu�on, The Grey.

Mr Jonathan van Niekerk
1. Valedictory. It is such an emo�onal event for everyone, and it is where Matrics, o�en for the first �me, truly recognize just how special Grey 

is.
2. I enjoy fishing (river and surf), fitness, gardening, DIY projects and watching movies.
3. “I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show to any human being; let me 

do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.” – E�enne de Grellet
4. I truly believe that teaching, at least at this stage in my life, is my sole purpose. The idea of having a posi�ve 

influence on young people's lives and being a role model is an incredible opportunity. I am truly blessed to 
be able to do this.

5. I don't think it's possible to pick a specific �me, but I'd say my happiest �mes are when I'm content, relaxed 
and truly at peace with myself – those �mes where you can feel your soul smiling. 

6. People who are kind and respec�ul have my greatest respect. Being kind and costs a person nothing, but 
its impact is so powerful. I have the least respect for people who use others for their own benefit.

7. It is not the number of wins on the sports field, nor the standard of our academics. At the end of the day, it 
is about the people at The Grey. I am so proud to be part of the Grey family, from staff and parents to Old 
Greys and the boys.

8. What is your best �p for someone trying to write a good wri�ng piece?
The introduc�on to a piece is so important. If you don't cap�vate your audience at the start, it's very difficult to make an impression later. 
Also, do not try to write like someone else; find your style and work with it. Remember, you cannot write well if you don't prac�se!

Mr Jarryd Cooke
1. As a history teacher, what is your favourite topic to teach/ debate on?

I have a few areas of specialty, however my favourite topics (which are not exactly curriculum based) revolve around the concept of 'our 
place in the modern world' and how to adapt to a world which is constantly trying to tear down everything that we have built. This also 
involves the theories of violence in society (mainly military based), diplomacy, tradi�on and ideological teachings from a historical 
perspec�ve.

2. What do you have to say about the infamous Kim-Jong-Cooke?
Not much. The memed portrait was a gi� from my last year's Grade 11 history class… They obviously took my 
teachings a li�le too seriously.

3. What is your favourite meal served in the hostel?
That's a tough one; I would say it's one of the meals that gets served at lunch. Beau�fully spiced mini-fried chicken 
pieces with a side of fresh garden salad and an assortment of sauced baked beans with diced spring onion and 
leek mixed in.

4. What is your favourite society that Grey offers?
All of them. They all have an important and crucial role to play in the social well-being of The Grey. But yes, my 
favourite ones are my Surfing Club; the Deba�ng Society and Speakers Club. 

5. What would you say is the highlight of your schoolboy career?
Hmm, definitely going to have to think about that one. I would probably give a different answer each �me.

6. Do you have any ghost stories?
I do, actually. Last year while I was busy finishing up some end-of-term work late at night in the staff room I could 
hear footsteps in the passage way; quite a slow and sharp, heavy-footed pace. I didn't think much of it at the �me 
since there were another two staff members in their classrooms also finishing up marking. It got a li�le bit creepy 
though when it happened again a�er midnight and there was a sudden drop in temperature… and I knew the 

other staff had gone home. Anyhow, I could have just been imagining things. Marking for twelve hours could do that I guess.
7. Do you have any idea who the new Birdman is?

That informa�on is classified.
8. What is something you'll never do again?

I won't necessarily not do it again, but a few years ago I needed to get a long sea swim in while I was training for a race. A�er work I stopped by 
my usual spot off Hobie Beach and started at 18:00 and swam, alone, to Kings Beach. To put it simply, by 18:45 it was pre�y dark and I guess a 
slight easterly wasn't helping the cause either. I got quite the earful from family and friends for being reckless (or mad, depends on who you 
ask) when I got back home. Definitely was an experience and a half though. In all honesty at that stage in my life I was actually quite used to 
swimming long distances in the dark, with obviously a different objec�ve in mind though.
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By Oliver Harrow

Head to Head

Liyema Matyolweni

What is your nickname/s?
Feki 
Who is your role model?
My mom and Nathan John Feuerstein (NF)
What is your favourite thing about Grey?
The brotherly love and passion for the school between the boys.
How much do you bench?
120 kg
What is your hidden talent?
I can move my ears in all direc�ons.
It's the last minute of the match against Grey Bloem and you're two points down. 
Why should you have the ball instead of Ma�?
I'd rather let Ma� have the ball because his vision is out of this world.
What is your dream job?
I want to make it into marke�ng and pursue my dream of becoming a professional rugby player.
What is your favourite song?
NF – Returns
You're both going for the same girl. Who's ge�ng bat?
Ma�. We all know that he's got the biggest bus between us.

Ma�hew Liam Jarvis Easton 

What is your nickname/s?
Easton, Eastos, Bushead 
Who is your role model?
My role model would be Mr van Eeden. The way he always puts others before himself, the 
respect he shows to people older and younger than him and the way he just lives his life, 
with a smile on his face, is incredible to me.
What is your favourite thing about Grey?
I think, like many Grey Boys and Old Greys would say, it’s the tradi�ons. To do things that 
Grey and only a handful of other schools do is really special and to be a part of something 
that has gone on for so many years is amazing. Grey has an edge over any other school.
How much do you bench?
More than Liyema.
What is your hidden talent?
Shoo�ng shots @_keags @1stRugby
It's the last minute of the match against Grey Bloem and you're two points down. 
Why should you have the ball instead of Liyema?
Well, Liyema and I both know, if I start off with the ball it's not a “Larry”, Liyema is under the s�cks in a ma�er of seconds. I'd 
take the try over a penalty any day.
What is your dream job?
Being realis�c, it would be a dream to be a director/partner at one of the biggest accoun�ng firms in the world – you all know 
that comes with the bucks. It would also be amazing to be a part of a professional sports team setup/management and see 
what it is like behind the scenes, which would obviously be a temporary and “cool” thing to be a part of.
What is your favourite song?
It differs almost every week, but I'd have to say it's between Gold Roses (Rick Ross), Drip Too Hard (Lil Baby and Gunna) and 
Hollywood's Bleeding Album (Post Malone).
You're both going for the same girl. Who's ge�ng bat?
Obviously me… Just look at him.

6



By Daniel Butler

Ques�ons
1. What are your plans for the future?
2. Give us an example of one of the lessons that you'll take from 

The Grey that will give you an advantage going forward.
3. Describe something you'll never forget; a “best memory” at 

The Grey.
4. What will you miss most about being at school?
5. Can you leave us with one piece of advice for being 

successful at  school?

Matric Interviews

Ma�hew Easton
1. I am studying at NMU next year. I am doing accoun�ng. I plan 

on becoming a CA eventually, if all goes to plan. It is really 
difficult but hopefully I make it to the end!

2. Respect has always been an important thing to me. Grey has 
taught me how to be respec�ul towards everyone and how to 
respect yourself. Being a man with respect is something that 
will definitely put you on the right foot going forward. Always 
remember that respect is not given, it is earned. 

3. It is hard to pin-point one exact moment. The best moments I 
have had in my life have been at Grey. I cannot thank the Grey 
family enough for everything they have taught me and for how 
long they have made me who I am. Coming to school on 
Monday and being ripped apart because you got bounced the 
previous Saturday, or making memories with your friends at 
school is something I'll never forget! This is a special place. 

4. I am definitely going to miss my friends. It is going to be tough 
not seeing them every day, a�er spending the last 5 and some 
12, years with them. They have made me who I am today. 

5. Everyone says it, but you only realise when you are in that 
posi�on. High school goes so fast. Before you know it you'll be 
pu�ng your Old Grey �e on and walking ‘neath the tower. 
Make the most of every single opportunity. Step out of your 
comfort zone. Make friends that will become brothers. 
Cherish every single moment. If you take in all that this 
ins�tu�on has to offer, you are already one step ahead of 
everyone else. 

Sachin Naidoo
1. I don't have too many long-term plans. As for the next few 

years, I will be studying a BCom Actuarial Science next year at 
Stellenbosch University. I will also be doing Triathlon there.

2. A lesson I have learnt would definitely be how to mul�-task. 
Grey really tests your limits on all fronts but I believe this 
experience in juggling a hundred things at once is one of my 
greatest assets.

3. I think one of my favorite memories is handing over the 
cheque to CANSA for the money that we raised from the pink 
socks. It was incredible to know that we had helped to make a 
difference in society. 

4. Besides the valley runs and the legendary Cross-Country pep-
talks from Mr Cooke, I will miss the people. I can't imagine my 
life without this school and the las�ng friendships I have made 
here. 

5. Work hard, give your absolute everything of yourself and have 
faith. If you get knocked down, remember: a setback is a set up 
for a comeback. 

Ricky King
1. Study a BCom at Stellenbosch University, and hopefully play a 

bit of hockey. 
2. A winning mentality at all �mes.
3. I have so many unforge�able memories from the past 5 years. A 

moment I'll never forget was in my Grade 11 year. We were in 
Bloemfontein par�cipa�ng in the annual Nomads Hockey 
Fes�val. We had had a disappoin�ng couple of days 
performance wise; in fact, we hadn't won a single game going 
into our last game on the final day where we faced an unbeaten 
Maritzberg College side, who were number one in the country. 
We were 1-0 up going into the final five minutes when we 
conceded a short corner. However, we managed to keep it out, 
and in the process going on the a�ack and scoring probably the 
best counter a�acking team goal I've ever witnessed, which 
was finished off by Richard Porter, sending us boys into a well-
deserved celebra�on. Definitely something I'll never forget. 
Another memory I'll never forget was when Mr Allwright 
pushed Rafiloe Mosothoane off his chair in Grade 9.

4. Probably not being able to see all my mates that I've made over 
the last few years every day and knowing that I might not see 
them ever again. Also going to miss all the polo tours with my 
boys. 

5. Everyone should measure success in their own way according 
to their ability and their interests. Get involved in all spheres of 
life that this special school has to offer. 

Stuart Grenfell
1. Study hard enough to be able to travel a bit. 
2. Get enough people to be passionate about a common goal and 

you can move microwaves, I mean mountains. 
3. Celebra�ng my hockey goal in the stands against Grey Bloem on 

their own turf. 
4. Coming to school every day to be with brothers that share the 

same passion for the same place as I do. 
5. Try to get as close as you can to every lad in your grade, no 

ma�er how different your interests are. 

Ma�hew Easton Ricky King

Sachin Naidoo Stuart Grenfell
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By Thomas Smith

B d B n u t 0 9o a a q e 2 1  

On Friday the 11th of October, Meriway hosted their annual Boda Banquet which yet again proved to be a very successful 
event. The chosen theme to celebrate the hostel, but most importantly the Matric Class of 2019, was The Rugby World Cup 
which was hosted in Japan. Each table in the dining hall represented a different country that was compe�ng for the Webb 
Ellis Cup. The Matrics were the Springboks, Grade 11s and 8s Australia, 10s and 9s New Zealand and the masters were the 
hosts, Japan. 

The Banquet was yet again in the hostel dining hall which was covered with flags, posters and 
various items of decora�on on each table to fit the theme. The evening started off with the 
Deputy Head Boy of Meriway, Reece Audie, giving a toast to the country, which was followed 
by the starters, a variety of South African snacks such as mini burgers, Samosas, biltong and 
nuts, and a very tasty fruit cocktail. Head of House, Theo Repinz, raised a toast to the hostel 
and everyone enjoyed a very delicious main meal which consisted of a French Fillet steak with 
a pepper sauce along with some vegetables. 

A�er dessert, the guest speaker for the night, Wesley Reid, gave a moving speech on his �me as a hostel boy and as a Grey 
boy and recalled all his fondest memories he made over the 5 years he spent at the hostel. Theo gave his final speech as Head 
of Hostel where he thanked everyone involved in making the past 5 years so enjoyable for the Matric Bodas of 2019. 

Everyone had been wai�ng pa�ently for the moment to arrive and it finally did when the 
Rector announced the leadership team for the hostel for 2020. Head of School and Head of 
House is Liyema Matyolweni, with his Deputy of House being Deputy of School, Oliver Roode. 
The prefects consisted of 6 school prefects: Ross de Villiers, Siviwe Zondani, Daniel Reardon, 
Yolisa Dladla, Phira Madolo and Lathi Nqebe. Oliver Harrow and Hendrik Vermaak claimed the 
other two spots as House Prefects for 2020. The final singing of Boda Courage concluded 
another successful Boda Banquet, and we wish the Matrics of 2019 all the best for their 
future! 

By Oliver Roode

Pink Sock Craze
Our final derby of the year was most certainly a memorable one. A highly an�cipated Selborne side came to the Bay with only 
victory on their minds. To say the least, they le� empty handed. The outstanding result, however, was not the only surprising 
event to occur that day. 900 Grey Boys proudly paraded the Grey campus with pink socks on. Yes, the school with a 
reputa�on of impeccable dress and uniformity let their students a�end a televised rugby game while wearing pink socks. 

The pink sock drive was held by Grey Union over the Selborne derby weekend. It 
allowed for the wearing of the pink socks at the Saturday a�ernoon fixture if they 
bought through Grey Union. The proceeds of the drive were all donated to The 
Cancer Associa�on of South Africa, be�er known as CANSA. CANSA is a leader in the 
fight against cancer in South Africa, and has been doing so since 1931. It serves the 
purpose of offering a unique and integrated service to the public and all people 
affected by cancer. A truly worthwhile cause to put your money behind and to all of 
those who managed to purchase a pair of pink socks, our thanks go out to you.

Grey Union managed to hand over a cheque of a whopping R20,000 to CANSA. Now, while this is a substan�al amount, Grey 
Union hopes to do a similar idea next year. There are s�ll discussions taking place surrounding the final decision, so we urge 
you to approach a Grey Union member with ideas if any spring to mind. 

The project is not only based around Grey Union as a club. It involves the rest of our beloved school. Just the mere fact that 
students are able to raise the substan�al amount of R20,000 clearly shows the capabili�es that our school has. With your 
con�nued and valued support, even more funds can be raised to help those in desperate need. 
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By Thomas Daniels

Guests at the Stands

Coming in hot at number one, both literally and figura�vely, is the microwave. The microwave made its 
first appearance at this year's Reunion Weekend against our rivals from Queenstown. It has been 
confirmed that Grey is the only school in history to have brought a microwave onto the stands, which 
means our crea�vity puts us ahead of the rest. It did what it was supposed to do and turned up the heat, 
upped the ‘gees’, as well as the camaraderie amongst the boys. It is amazing how something as simple as a 
microwave can have such a major impact. The ques�on is, will it return next year? 

Springbok Captain, Siya Kolisi, also made an appearance at this year's Reunion Weekend when he bravely 
took on the role of cheerleader. Who could forget his rendi�on of “There's a plane in the sky”. It was 
definitely one to remember! Despite forge�ng half of the words to the song he s�ll managed to capture 
our a�en�on and create an awesome vibe. Siya is a true inspira�on to us all and a Grey man through and 
through.

Last but not least is the man, the myth, the legend… Mr Cooke. Mr Cooke made his first appearance since his 
Matric year, against Grey College. He rose to the occasion with his extremely passionate version of “a 1 2 3 4”. 
His powerful and commanding voice resonated through the sea of grey and gave everyone a sense of hope, 
despite the unfortunate loss. We will definitely be seeing him a lot more in the years to come. Stand to, boys!

By Rohan Naidoo

the Microwave
The unforge�able legend of our winter season. A small cooking oven with big poten�al, and one 
sole purpose. This purpose and need was iden�fied by two Matrics, namely Troy van der 
Westhuysen and Darian Smith. They knew that the heat needed to be brought to the Grey High 
Stands. With the help of Derek Bakker, they planned for this heat to carry us through our Rugby 
and Hockey season. Paired with a song that echoed through all of our hearts, The Microwave 
would be the spark of that heat. It was named Eunice by prefects that walked these halls many 
years before us. Eunice grew up like any other microwave, in a factory and most likely used to 
warm food. They say that Eunice lost her purpose as a microwave long ago, but li�le did she know 
that she would go down in history as one of the greats of Grey High. She traveled over 600 km on our journey to Grey College, but 
we all know her true home is the stands across the hallowed Phillip. 
We may not know where Eunice is now (maybe she's taking it easy in a kitchen far away from here), but we thank her for her service 
to the Men in Azure. Will she return for another season? Will we ever get the opportunity to chant the glorious three syllable chant 
that made Eunice's heart (or hea�ng element) fill with joy? All of this we don't know, but we can only hope for something nearly as 
great to bring the amount of ‘gees’ that only that li�le microwave could. 

By Aiden Nel

The Feeling of Finishing Exams

There is no be�er feeling than to be done wri�ng your end of year exams. A�er wri�ng for five weeks, I'm sure everyone can't wait 
for the holidays. There is nothing be�er than knowing that you gave it your all during the exam �me, and that you don't need to 
worry about your report and what your parents are going to say about it. 

The holidays are a nice �me to relax and reflect back on the year and the term, to see what you have achieved or on what you can 
improve. Don't make this a priority for the holidays, just go out there and enjoy them. I'm sure everyone is �red a�er wri�ng exams 
for so long, and especially since they were so hec�c! I know I am, and can't wait to enjoy my holidays with friends and family.

So enjoy the holidays and make sure you relax and regenerate for the year coming up. I know I will use the holidays to do this and to 
completely relax and chill with friends and family over the fes�ve �me. See you all in 2020.

THE STORY OF
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By Aidan Finlay

Highest Paying Professional 
Sports of 2019
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Professional sport is probably the biggest industry when it comes to producing money and a�rac�ng fans. However, we all 
know that not all sportsmen get paid the same. The type of sport that you do or play is one of the biggest factors that 
determines your pay, aside from how successful you are in the sport. Here are some of the highest paying sports of 2019.

1. Basketball
Especially enjoyed throughout America, basketball is played by children of any background and is 
extremely compe��ve in the USA. The popularity of this sport is through the roof and this is why it is 
the highest paying sport. 

2. Boxing
This is one of the people's favourite and has definitely been popular for a long �me. The intense and 
compe��ve nature of boxing has generated millions of fans over the past few decades. Floyd 
Mayweather earned a total of $105 million is 2014, topping the highest paid athletes list.

3. Auto Racing
Being a race car driver is definitely as cool as it seems. Formula 1 and NASCAR dominate auto racing's 
industry with drivers o�en being on the top paid athletes list.

4. Golf
Not as high paced or intense as the previous sports, but definitely as difficult, golf a�racts millions of 
fans every year and earnings can be amongst the highest in the sport industry. The legendary Tiger 
Woods was the highest paid athlete on The Forbes highest paid athletes list for a good number of 
years. 

5. American Football
This high impact sport is enjoyed mainly in America. Not only do players reach pay cheques of $42 
million like Peyton Manning did in 2004, the NFL also has some of the highest paying management 
jobs. 

6. Soccer
As expected, soccer comes in at number 6. The high number of fans is probably what leads to the high 
pay levels. Soccer had the highest paid athlete in 2017, Cris�ano Ronaldo, who received $86.2 million 
in income that year.

7. Tennis
One of the most popular and most watched sports out there, tennis is a massive money-making sport 
due to the high number of viewers throughout the world. The legend, Roger Federer, had a total 
income of $71 million in 2013. 

8. Ice Hockey
A mainly Canadian and American sport, ice hockey has produced some of the highest paid athletes in 
the past. An example is Sergei Fedorov, who had a total income of $29,8 million in 1998.



By Oscar Stickells

Is it Finally Liverpool’s Year?

Every �me Liverpool are close to winning the Premier League all Reds fans will confidently tell you that “this is our year”, yet 
the Merseyside team have s�ll not won the league since the 1989/90 season. This season does seem to have started well for 
them though and they are already �tle favourites for many. A�er just 10 games, the European champions are already 6 
points ahead and with Manchester City struggling to keep up, 2020 might just finally be their year.

At the beginning of the season, few thought that Liverpool would be able to keep up with champions City, especially a�er Pep 
Guardiola strengthened his side with big name signings in the summer transfer window while Liverpool's biggest piece of 
business was the capture of 16-year-old Harvey Elliot from Fulham. With Kevin De Bruyne back 
from injury, and the addi�on of Rodri and Joao Cancelo, it looked as if there was no chance for 
Liverpool as they had failed to win the previous year, even without those players in the City team. 
However, Liverpool have proved that they don't need new players to win games and they have 
done brilliantly so far with the players who came so close to the �tle last year. Luckily for 
Liverpool the likes of Mohammed Salah and Sadio Mane decided to stay on at the club, although 
there were rumours of moves elsewhere for both stars.This may be the reason Klopp decided not 
bring in any new big stars because he believed that he could win the league with the players he 
already had at his disposal.

Although Manchester City improved their team immensely during the summer, the one posi�on they did not fill was that of 
the depar�ng Vincent Kompany. As we have seen in recent weeks the Cityzens are struggling in the centre back roles a�er 
the injury of main man Aymeric Laporte. Fernandinho has been temporarily moved to the centre back role and has done a 
fine job, although he hasn't always looked fully comfortable in his new posi�on. To make ma�ers worse, he has been playing 
alongside Nicolas Otamendi who has been struggling this season, making silly mistakes and gi�ing goals to the opposi�on. 
You would expect him to be dropped from the star�ng XI but the problem is Pep has no one to replace him with for the �me 
being with both Stones and Laporte s�ll sidelined with injuries. A shaky defence has been City's main downfall this season 
and is part of the reason they lost their two games against promoted Noriwch, and most recently Wolves. Let's not forget 
though that Guardiola can easily go and spend 100 million pounds on a new centre back in January to improve their 
underperforming defence. But the ques�on is, can they survive un�l then or will their leaky defence make them fall even 
further behind Liverpool?

Although the signs are all posi�ve for Liverpool at the moment we must not forget that they s�ll 
have 28 games to play, and as we saw from the Manchester United game last week, they are not 
perfect and can (and probably will) slip up on more occasions. Even though they have already 
played many of the “Big Six” they s�ll have two crucial fixtures against Manchester City to play. If 
City win one of those games then all of a sudden the two teams are only separated by 3 points. 
It's also important to remember that at a point last season Liverpool were 10 points ahead of City 
and s�ll missed out on the �tle. The bo�om line is that there are s�ll many more games to play, 
and as we saw last year, in the Premier League nothing is definite un�l the last day.

I believe that Liverpool can go on to win the league this year if they keep up their strong form. They s�ll face many tough 
teams who they could slip up against, including To�enham, Arsenal and Man City in the next few weeks. Their run in the 
Champions League could also impact their league challenge but you would expect Klopp to priori�ze the league as they won 
the Champions League just last year, and all fans (and probably all players) are desperate to end their wait for a Premier 
League �tle. They will definitely slip up on more occasions in the coming months but I think Man City will too. With a six point 
lead, and their opponents struggling to keep up, this could finally be Liverpool's year to end their 30-year wait for Premier 
League glory.

DISCLAIMER

This ar�cle was wri�en approximately a month 
before the magazine was published. It is possible 
that the informa�on or sta�s�cs are incorrect by 
the �me the ar�cle is being read. However, at the 
�me of wri�ng, all sta�s�cs were correct.
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World rugby's biggest event in four years kicked off on the 
20th of September with 20 teams all figh�ng for a shot to 
li� the Webb Ellis Trophy. With a passionate host na�on in 
Japan and approximately 10 teams all capable of li�ing the 
cup, this year's Rugby 
World Cup promised to be 
one of the greatest. It did 
not disappoint. 

The Japanese, supported 
by their loyal and loving 
home crowd, were the 
major talking point of this 
year's tournament. A�er 
their shocking victories 
over Ireland and Scotland, 
they found themselves 
atop Group A with Ireland 
just trailing them. A�er an 
unfortunate opening loss 
to New Zealand, South 
Afr ica finished 2ⁿ�  in 
Group B with New Zealand 
topping the table. The 
omnipotent English side 
topped Group C a�er no 
losses, while an ever-
d e a d l y  F r e n c h  s i d e 
followed closely behind. 
Group D was a dull affair 
with Wales and Australia 
fi n i s h i n g  1 � �  a n d  2 ⁿ � 
respec�vely.

Without a doubt every 
single one of the top 8 
t e a m s  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s 
quarter finals could have gone on to claim top dog 
posi�on. All 4 games were thrilling and spectacular to 
spectate, reminding everybody exactly why the 4-year 

wait was worth it. England showed 
their class, pumping Australia to 
secure their spot in the first semi-final.
New Zealand stunned a mediocre Irish 
team to join their English rivals. Wales 
led a late comeback win, capitalising 
on a red card to beat the French by a 
single point. The Springboks physically 

dominated the Japanese side to 
secure their spot in the second semi-
final against Wales.

The war between New Zealand and 
England produced one of the finest 
games of rugby in the past decade. 
The English side, led by Owen Farrell, 
convincingly beat a dumbfounded 
New Zealand side 19-7 to book their �cket in this year's 
final. The Springboks played a pragma�c game of rugby to 
beat a strong Welsh side 19-16 in a game that could have 
gone either way. 

The build up to this final 
was unlike anything I had 
seen before.  To see a 
country usually divided in 
disagreement, coalesce 
behind 23 men was a truly 
refreshing sight. It visibly 
translated into an excellent 
on-field performance as 
the “underdog” Springboks 
swept aside the poms 32-
12 for their historic third 
Rugby World Cup �tle in 24 
years. They became the 
first not undefeated team 
to li� the trophy in the 
World Cup’s history, and 
can proudly say that they 
have not only won 3 of 3 
final appearances but have 
also not conceded a single 
try in all 3 finals…
Siya's  Springbok team 
p e r f e c t l y  e p i t o m i s e s 
t e a m w o r k  a n d 
c a m a r a d e r i e  d e s p i t e 
difference in age, race, 
creed and culture. They are 
the quintessen�al example 
of what we can achieve as a 
country if we unite as one 
under a common goal. 

To Siya and the Springboks: We salute you!

By Daniel Reardon

REVIEW
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By Mr Jonathan van Niekerk

Interview with BeanBagTheBrand Speedo 
Founder, Old Grey Kurt Schmelzer

By Rohan Naidoo

Highlights of 2019

With exams over now, we have ample �me to relax and take it easy un�l the next exac�ng year is upon us once more. I feel 
that there has been a general consensus that the year has flown by. I can remember most of my first term as if it were only a 
few weeks ago. Given how quickly 2019 went by, it makes us think about how much the year entailed, what we gained from it, 
and of course what we will hold onto for years to come.

Looking at the spor�ng world, we had the joy of being able to experience two world cups this year. This may happen every 4 
years, but that by no means takes away the spectacle of each event. It can be said bluntly that we had a horrific Cricket World 
Cup, seeing a lack of spirit and skill from our team. Looking back, however, it's amazing to see the contrast of that in our 
Rugby World Cup victory with a spectacular final to behold. In football (AKA soccer), we saw some massive transfers that hugely impacted the game as a 
whole, namely Antoine Griezmann and João Félix changing clubs. In the musical side of things, we unsurprising saw another meme of a song in the form 
of 'Old Town Road' by Lil Nas X, and Taylor Swi� was also announced as 'Ar�st of the Decade' by the American Music Awards.

We also had a busy year in terms of Grey itself. Other than the stress and work that comes with every year, there were many 
moments to savour from 2019. Unlike 2018, we were joined by a microwave for Reunion and had Springbok Captain and 
World Cup Winner, Siya Kolisi, to sing us a song. For the Matrics especially, 2019 was a year to remember.

We are also reminded of how significant the end of 2019 is because it marks the end of a decade. And with the end of the 
decade and the year, we look forward to the many more exci�ng events and moments in 2020.
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1. When did you start your business, and what gave you the idea?
BeanBagTheBrand.com was started 18 months ago with an idea to start an e-commerce company that would have its main 
focus on a lifestyle instead of being a brand that pushes its products onto customers. We figured, that by doing the above we 
would be able to generate a decent social media following in today's market where every brand is figh�ng for social media 
space.

2. How did you go about marke�ng your brand?
In today's day and age, I do believe that the only marke�ng that is needed is digital marke�ng. However, the best digital 
marke�ng is user-generated marke�ng, as it comes across as sincere and genuine. If a friend tells you a product is awesome, 
you will believe them; if a brand tells you that their product is awesome, you will be doub�ul. We were able to generate 
excellent user-generated content via a variety of triggers such as discounts on purchases if you review, contests to win free beer 

off customer photos, dona�ons to charity if you post images of our products on social media, etc.

3. How did the public respond to the product at the start?
When BeanBagTheBrand.com was started we had absolutely zero expecta�ons to be a super profitable brand; 
instead, all we were trying to achieve was to create a sense of community amongst our social media followers. 
In the beginning when things were slow, it didn't phase us at all; we just con�nued to "grind" it out un�l the 
momentum picked up.

4. What do you consider to be the greatest driving force behind the brand's success? 
I believe that our biggest driving force is the fact that the public love to follow our social media accounts 
because we are mul�-dimensional and are able to keep things fresh. We do this by incorpora�ng charity 
ini�a�ves, host FREE BEER contests for the best customer photos, showcasing travels across the country, and 
the list goes on.

5. Describe your sales post World Cup final.
The only word to describe sales post World Cup is 'MENTAL'! Never in our wildest dreams did we think that something like this could happen to a small 
brand opera�ng from Port Elizabeth. Many people may put the success down to "right place at the right �me", however what goes unno�ced is the fact 
that for the past 18 months we have posted on social media EVERY SINGLE day, we have responded to EVERY SINGLE customer review, and we have 
thanked EVERY SINGLE customer for their purchase. I am a firm believer of crea�ng your own luck!

6. What are your thoughts on the business's future?
The future of the brand is limitless. Before the brand went viral we already had plans to introduce 3 new product lines that will be launched over the next 
two months. However, with the extra publicity we are ge�ng, we are going to make sure we capitalise and hopefully take things to the next level. Who 
knows, maybe one day we will be able to be the main sponsor of the 1st XV? As long as we are having fun, then I am happy.



By Jayden van As

Top 10 South African 
Inventions
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CAT Scan
The Computer Axial Tomography or CAT scan was invented by Cape Town physicist Allan Cormack 
along with his associate Godfrey Hounsfield in 1963. A CAT scan makes use of many computer 
processed X-ray measurements of a specific part of the body at different angles. This is done in 
order to get cross-sec�onal images of the specific area of the body, thus allowing the user to see in 
the body without cu�ng into it. As a result of this inven�on, both Allan and Godfrey won the 
Noble Prize of Physiology and Medicine in 1979.

Oil from coal
In 1950 Sasol (South African Coal Oil and Gas Corpora�on) was founded, thus becoming the first 
oil from coal refinery. In the 1920s the government realised that South Africa needed a way to get 
oil as the country had minimal oil reserves. The idea was to use coal as South Africa had large coal 
deposits and it was not worth much to sell, so it was ideal. 

Heart Transplant 
As we all know, Chris�aan Barnard was the first person to do a human to human heart transplant. 
He did so on Sunday, 3 December 1967. He did the five-hour transplant along with his brother 
Marius Barnard as well as with 30 staff members. His pa�ent was Louis Washkansky, a 54-year-old 
grocer who was suffering from an incurable heart disease as well as diabetes. According to 
Barnard, the opera�on had an 80% chance of success. The donor was Denise Darvall who was 
sadly brain dead due to an accident the day before the transplant while crossing a street in Cape 
Town. The heart transplant was a success; however, Louis Washkansky died only 18 days later 
succumbing to pneumonia as he was taking immunosuppressive drugs.

Kreepy Krauly
The swimming pool vacuum or ‘kreepy krauly’ as we would say it, was first invented by Ferdinand 
Chauvier, a hydraulics engineer who came to South Africa from the Belgian Congo (now called the 
Democra�c Republic of the Congo) in 1951. Soon a�er arriving Chauvier realised that there was a 
huge market for making the job of cleaning a pool easier, and thus went about inven�ng a 
machine that would do the task automa�cally but also be powered by a normal pool filter. 
However, the task took many years. By 1974, he achieved his task and the Kreepy Krauly was a hit.    

Pratley's Pu�y
Pratley's Pu�y was invented by George Pratley in the 1960s while he was trying to create glue that 
would hold components in an electrical box. This pu�y was so successful it was used in the Apollo 
Xl missions in 1969. Its task was to hold bits for the Eagle landing cra� thus becoming the only 
South African inven�on to be in outer space. It was also used again by the USA to help repair the 
Golden Gate Bridge. Pratley's Pu�y was also used in South Africa to help repair par�ally sunken 
ships. In 1983 Pratley died and his company was taken over by his son. Today hundreds of tons of 
Pratley's Pu�y is exported worldwide.

Dolosse
Invented in 1963 by Eric Merrifield, these weirdly shaped concrete blocks are used to break up 
wave ac�on on the coast and protect harbour walls and other coastal installa�ons. Dolosses are 
very large and can weigh up to 20 tons. First used in East London harbour, these concrete blocks 
soon gained popularity worldwide. The biggest dolosse on the African con�nent weighs 2 650 030 
tons and is used to protect the deep water harbour of Ngqura.



By William Wedderburn

Why do we tag fish?

Q20
Q20 is a lubricant spray first invented by a Mr Robertson in 1950 in the town of Pinetown in 
KwaZulu-Natal. This product was first used to displace water from the distributer caps on the old 
VW Beetle which at the �me was notorious for stalling in wet weather. But this was soon changed 
as Q20 was an effec�ve water repellent along with other things such as keeping rust at bay, easing 
squeaking door hinges and making it easier to release rusted nuts and bolts. The secret behind 
Q20 is that it is heavier than water. So since oil floats on water simply spraying oil on the area will 
not solve the problem. But because Q20 has a specific gravity it can displace water so when it is 
applied on water it sinks to the bo�om where it acts as a water displacer and lubricant on the 
troubled area. 

Re�nal Cryoprobe
This device was invented in 1965 at Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto by Selig Percy Amoils who is a 
specialist in re�nal diseases. This was the first surgical tool used to extreme cold in order to 
destroy unwanted �ssue. Selig received worldwide recogni�on for this inven�on and in 1975 
received a Queens Award for Technological Innova�on, Selig used this tool to treat both Nelson 
Mandela’s and Margaret Thatcher’s eyes. Selig's inven�on has been used very o�en for 
cryosurgery in gynecology and ophthalmology. 

Speed Gun
Invented in 1992 by Henri Johnson who was born in Somerset West. The speed gun was first made 
by the firm known as Electronic Development House. This device accurately measures the speed 
as well as angle of speeding objects like cricket and tennis ball .The speed gun is sold all round the 
world in cricke�ng na�ons such as the United States and Europe. The speed gun made its formal 
launch in the 1999 Cricket World Cup.

Smartlock safety syringe
Invented by a group of designers from the Vaal University of Technology in the 1990s, this three 
part single use syringe provides both protec�on against blood borne diseases such as Ebola and 
HIV through needle s�ck injuries. The needle works like this: once locked, it is no longer possible 
to put the syringe back together. This needle is credited to have saved thousands of lives and 
reduced HIV infec�on rates.

When we tag a fish it usually means that a small piece of plas�c (o�en yellow) with a white �p is 
inserted just below the dorsal fin of a fish or shark. The white bit of the tag has a li�le 'hook' that 
allows it to seat in the fish's body. For rays this process works a li�le bit differently as you must place 
the tag almost on top of the tail over its body.  There are also three types of tags: A-Tags, D-Tags and 
M-Tags. 

A-Tags are the most widely used tag and provide the best overall results for fish over 60 cm. D-Tags provide the best results 
on small fish between 30cm and 60cm fork length. It has been shown that fish which are tagged under 30cm have a 
decreased survival rate due to the stress. M-Tags have been especially designed for use on marlin, sailfish and large tuna that 
cannot in most cases be easily boated. All these tags are inserted by being put into a small tube that pierces the skin of the 
fish. Then, when you pull it to remove it, the white end catches into the flesh of the fish and allows it to stay in place. 

Tagging is an important technique used by fishery biologists to track the movement and growth rate 
of fish. This informa�on is essen�al to the wise management and sustainable use of our marine line 
fish species. When tagging a fish, the angler measures the fish, names the species, records the date 
of capture and puts the tag number on a piece of paper which is then sent to the ORI tag website. 

For more informa�on on this topic you can visit the ORI Tag website at h�p://www.oritag.org.za.
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By Tristan Partt

Weird & Wonderful Weather Phenomena

If you have ever seen Sharknado, you'll know that some strange things happen with regards to the weather in that movie. But 
below are some real weather phenomena that can actually occur in real life. 

One of my favourites is volcanic lightning. The cause of this is when ligh�ng occurs inside a cloud of volcanic ash. It has been 
observed in most volcanic erup�ons, including mount Etna in Sicily.

Many people have heard of the aurora borealis, but many don’t actually know what 
they are. As a mixture of different gas molecules enter the Earth's atmosphere, 
they collide with solar winds, crea�ng �nted lights known as auroras, and these can 
be beau�ful!

Some scary (but amazing) occurrences can also happen in the wild. An example of 
this is fire tornadoes. Although they only last for a few  minutes, they can s�ll do a lot of damage to the surrounding area and 

are caused when wild fires are whipped around by strong, dry air.

A red moon or blood moon occurs during a lunar eclipse. The red hue is due to the 
red edge of the Earth's shadow being reflected on the moon. As sunlight passes 
through Earth's atmosphere, all the other colours of the spectrum are removed,                                                                                     
.                                    resul�ng in a red moon.

And finally, have you ever heard of the saying “it's raining cats and dogs”? Well, this 
saying might not actually occur naturally, but some animals like fish and tadpoles have been seen raining down on rare 
occasions. So perhaps some of those weird Sharknado weather phenomena weren't that far-fetched a�er all!

By Zach Heynes

Would You Rather...?

Life is full of decisions, whether they are seemingly insignificant choices or life-changing ones. Fortunately, there are no 
ques�ons that put your life at stake, but instead a few hypothe�cal scenarios for you to think about by yourself or to discuss 
and compare amongst friends. So, without further ado, would you rather…

Lose your sense of taste..................................................
Be the Head prefect.........................................................
Have one two-day weekend in a week............................
Own shares in Disney......................................................
Be a successful actor.......................................................
Teach Mathema�cs.........................................................
Have the ability to teleport..............................................
Be an Instagram celebrity................................................
Own the PC of your choice..............................................
Have superhuman strength.............................................
Know the date of your death...........................................
Eat the same meal for the rest of your life......................
Read people's thoughts on command.............................
Be a flying animal............................................................
Be falsely accused of a crime...........................................

...................................................Lose your sense of smell
....................................................................Be the Rector
.............Have two separate one-day weekends in a week 
.......................................................Own shares in Google
.......................................Be a successful musician/singer
....................................................................Teach English
..........................................Have the ability to �me travel
.......................................................Be a famous Youtuber
.........................................Own the phone of your choice
..................................................Have superhuman speed
...............................................Know the way that you die
...................Wear the same ou�it for the rest of your life
..............................................Communicate with animals
......................................................Be a swimming animal
.................Be falsely diagnosed with a medical condi�on

OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
OR
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By William Wedderburn

Weirdest CarsWeirdest Cars

1.The Limo Jet
As the name suggests, this is a jet that has been turned into a car. All that has been done is 4 wheels have 
been added, the wings have been removed and the inside has been ki�ed out with all sorts of expensive 
toys. This colossal piece of machinery measures 42 feet in length, 11 feet in height, 8 feet in width and is 
powered by a petrol V8 Vortec engine. This jet also has one amazing feature: the jets have been replaced 
with speakers and an all-round sound system. It comes with many television screens and can hold 8 
passengers. All of this resulted in this jet taking over 40,000 man hours to complete. The best bit though is 
that you are able to purchase this vehicle for a huge amount of R73 059 000. 

2.The Phone car
The Phone Car is a 1975 Volkswagen Beetle, but the body has been stripped away and replaced with a giant 
phone. The Phone Car was created by business owner Howard Davis and has been featured in many books 
and has many different features that include a �nted glass windshield which allows the driver to see clearly. 
Its coolest feature is that instead of a horn, the car rings, just like a telephone.
 
3.SWINCAR Electric 
The SWINCAR is a 4-wheel drive buggy with each wheel being individually powered by an electric motor. 
According to the manufacturer this car dances over the countryside and can handle most off-road features. 
SWINCAR's design is based on an original pendulum concept, which means the driver's seat always 
remains horizontal. Combined with the vehicle's low centre of gravity this natural balance provides a very 
safe and stable driving experience. This small electric buggy has four drive wheels with independent 
steering, and this gives it an amazing cross-country driving ability. The incredible amplitude of movement of 
the four ar�culated legs means it can be driven up and down slopes and across even the most difficult 
ground. The pendulum design means e-Spider �lts on a bend and stays level on slopes. This means that on 
the most rugged terrain the ar�culated legs splay out, so the wheels maintain contact with the ground.

4.Propellar Car
During the 1950s, Clifford Robbins decided to build his own car. What monstrosity emerged from Robbins' 
Somerset workshop in 1955 was a car like none before it. His Propeller Car dispensed with a tradi�onal 
drivetrain; instead, thrust was provided by a large fan at the rear, much like a wheeled hovercra�. The 
contrap�on was a one-off and reportedly took Robbins six months to build.

5.The SHERP ATV
The SHERP is a Russian all-terrain vehicle with a go anywhere a�tude. This vehicle has 1 door, 4 huge 
wheels and no steering wheel, just two levers: one to power the le� wheels and one the right. The SHERP 
has only 44bhp (32 kilowa�s), but don't be fooled. This vehicle has 58cm of ground clearance, and each of 
its huge wheels has a volume of about 800 litres (a normal car has on average 10). The total volume of the 
wheels gives a displacement of more than 3,200 kg. This allows the SHERP to move along the water, and the 
herme�c body prevents water from entering the compartment. Therefore, the SHERP remains afloat even 
with zero tyre pressure or without all 4 wheels. All of this allows this colossal beast to move at 40 km/h on 
land and 6km/h in the water. It is also able to carry 1ton.

By George Koumbarakis

There are many pickup lines at our disposal, and as many of you have no�ced, a lot of them do not actually work very well. There are a 
select few of really good pickup lines, but there is a larger number of pickup lines that will make you cringe or laugh if you had to hear 
them. These are some of those ‘cringy’ pickup lines. 

1. Have you ever been arrested? It must be illegal to look that 
good.

2. Is your name Google? Because you have everything I've been 
looking for. 

3. If you were a Transformer, you'd be Op�mus Fine. 
4. If women were boogers, I'd pick you first. 
5. If you were a president, you'd be Babe-Raham Lincoln. 

6. Did you just fart? Because you blew me away.
7. You should be called WiFi, because I feel a real connec�on. 
8. You must be from Mexico, because you're the Juan for me.
9. Are you my appendix? Because I don't understand how you 

work, but this feeling in my stomach makes me want to take 
you out. 

10. Are you wearing a space suit, because you're out of this world.

Cringe-Worthy Pick-Up Lines
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By Jayden van As

The South African Billionaire Elon Musk has quite an objec�ve on his list: to upload humanity to Minecra� via 
something called Neuralink. For a li�le background about Elon, he was born on the 28th of June in 1971 in 
Pretoria. He is a technology entrepreneur, investor and engineer. He is also the founder, CEO as well as lead 
designer of SpaceX, CEO of Tesla and has a net worth of 20.3 billion dollars. Naturally he is a brilliant man as well 
as genius to say the least, but what about this Minecra� idea of his? According to Elon, the reason behind this is 
because of the pressure on natural resources as well as the environment coupled with the human popula�on. 
The only solu�on is uploading humanity to Minecra� with the assistance of Neuralink. Minecra� is an open world 
sandbox video game released in 2009. The game has made history due to the fact it is the number one best-selling 
video game of all �me.

Now, about Neuralink. The idea behind it is once again according to Elon Musk is that there is a human output problem. To take 
informa�on from the human mind and communicate it digitally requires physically typing on a computer or using a touch screen. This is 
where Neuralink comes into play; Neuralink is a chip which is designed to detect electrical 
poten�al in the brain called spikes. If all of this goes all well then humans will be able to control 
keyboards and other things with their very mind. Musk hopes that at the end of 2020 human 
trials will commence. The technology, however, does work as it was experimented on rats with 
posi�ve results. The reason for the domain to be in Minecra� is clever as it is one of the most 
suitable places for humanity to live in. In the game, resources replenish which solves the natural 
resources problem. In the game, the map always expands so that solves the popula�on problem; 
and finally, the game allows mods to be installed thus making it easier for humanity to live there.

Though this sounds promising Neuralink is s�ll in its infancy. Much more research has to take place, human tes�ng s�ll needs to be 
undertaken and the biggest problem is convincing all of the human popula�on to live in Minecra�. Despite all of this, there are interes�ng 
�mes ahead for the human race.

By Craig van Loggerenberg

Google defines a paradox as:
“A seemingly absurd or contradictory statement or proposi�on which when inves�gated may prove to be well founded or true.”

With the defini�on like that you know that some paradoxes will morph the way you once thought math func�oned (if you even did), your 
own depth percep�on, and the laws of physics. In this ar�cle, I will explain my favourite mathema�cal paradox to all of you.
The rules of this paradox are simple: You walk into a room with two dice, you roll them and if they aren't double sixes you walk out with R1 
000 000. However, if it is double sixes, you and everyone else in the room dies and the game ends. The game starts with one player; if that 
player wins the game, the game con�nues. However, the number of players increase by a factor of ten each round (so star�ng with 1 - 10, 
100, 1000 etc).
You have a 97.2% chance of surviving; however, your friend who is wai�ng outside for you knows there is a 90% chance that you will die. 

How does this work?
Since we are using two dice the number of possible rolls adds up to 36, the number of 
combina�ons that you die is only one, leaving you with the 97.2% of surviving as men�oned 
earlier. Now all that's le� is for the 90% chance of death to be explained.
As men�oned earlier, the game ends with an en�re room of people dying. The best way to 
explain the chances of your death is to use a table.

So, in this example, the game ended on the seventh round. Something that you must always 
remember when working with percentages is that you have to use the full amount. So in total 1 
111 111 people played, 111 111 people won and 1 000 000 died. The 1 000 000 make up 90% of 
the total players, thus giving us the final value for our riddle.

This proves that in this game there is a 97.2% of winning and a 90% of death. Would you roll the dice?

Ī �� �� ��� ��� Ī �� �� players 

�  �  

� � � 

�  � � � 

�  �  � � � 

�  � �  � � � 

� � � �  � � � 

�  �  000 000 
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By Liam Douglass

Guide to Gaming Audio
Not every pair of headphones must include rgb matching your keyboard and mouse. Sight is something you can max out by ge�ng a 
beau�ful number of pixels and frames. But sound is more delicate and cannot be brute forced. A bad analogy is saying it makes sound, 
therefore it's good enough. Headsets are not always the way to go. The best way is a high-end pair of headphones a�ached to an amp. It's 
be�er than having a colourful headset with 7.1 surround sound. Hardcore gamers care a lot about hearing footsteps and the only way to 
achieve this is by ge�ng a good pair of headphones/headset rather than an overpriced headset with lies all over the box. 

Some gamers don't worry about the effects and feeling in awe; all they need to hear are footsteps and details as to where things are in 
compe��ve �tles. And for that, bass is not needed. What ma�ers is the treble which helps with tapping sounds, for instance footsteps, 
which gives you the compe��ve advantage over the other player. When choosing the headphones route instead of a headset, a separate 
mic is needed and here there are op�ons available. You could go all out and get a microphone arm on which to place a desk microphone, 
or you could just keep the same headset experience by ge�ng a boom mic a�ached to a cable, connected to the headphone. 
Alterna�vely, a mic connected via an extra cable or wireless that a�aches to the headphone with a magnet, is an op�on.

There are 2 types of headphones: closed back and open back.
Closed back is when the headphone is sealed off and provides noise cancella�on which most people prefer. Open back is special, you can 
hear everything around you as if you're using a pair of on-ear headphones that don't let your ear fit inside and instead just rest on it. 
People can hear a be�er audio from those headphones as they have holes in them. There are indeed benefits to both.
With closed back headphones, annoying sounds are no longer heard but the problem with closed back is that sound is trapped inside, 
which stops it from sounding natural. This doesn't only happen in gaming – it's the same for music and media. The choice of headphones 
lies in whatever suits the user best. Imaging comes into play, helping you to accurately dis�nguish where the sounds are coming from and 
where they are moving. Some headphones do this be�er than others whereas some have a large sound stage, making imaging nearly 
impossible. Imaging is great for music too.

Most headsets place too much emphasis on gaming and not enough on being a headphone; however, some people do enjoy the rgb 
lights on the headset even though the player can't see it. Some headsets are more suited to people with a lower budget, priced at around 
$100 and to the prospec�ve buyer this sounds be�er than a $250 pair. When making a gaming headset the best way to go is to take a good 
exis�ng pair of headphones and change the design and add a microphone. The best examples of this are the HyperX Cloud alpha/2 and 
CoolerMaster Mh752, they keep the rich audio quality.  Just add a microphone which results in an amazing pair of headphones as well as 
a headset. The main points in a headset are audio, comfort, design, build and microphone. Audio is excellent in a lot of headphones at the 
100-dollar price range, like the hyper X cloud range and the Senheiser gsp300 but if your budget is lower, the Corsair hs60 is a fantas�c 
deal. If you are fortunate enough to be able to afford an even higher level the 1more Spearhead and the Senheiser gsp600 are great 
choices. Comfort is important for some people and the Cooler Master mh752 and 751s is one of the most comfortable 
headphones/headsets around.

Design ma�ers if you are going to use them for outside use, for instance to play music. It would then be best if the headphones are 
minimal and stealth without a huge mic s�cking out, preferably a detachable mic. Build determines the feel of the headphones. It is of 
premium importance that they do not feel plas�c. Microphones are normally best on non-detachable microphones and sound the best 
on high budget headphones but the mh752s have a great detachable mic for 80-100 dollars. Certain points regarding choice of 
headphones are more important than others, but it is en�rely dependent on the person and their preferences.  

By Frederick de Jager

Misnomers
Misnomers are words we use every day. They're words that seem to be…  worded wrong! Like parkways. Parkways are long roads that we 
drive along, but never seem to park on. This is because they're actually named by the nature parks they're built along. Greenland was 
named so not because it was green but because Sir Eric the Red, wanted to trick people into se�ling there. Singapore means “Lion City” 
when in fact when someone named Singapore, they had mistaken a �ger for a lion. Which came first? The orange or the tree? The answer 
is the apple. Most fruits used to be known as apples, even oranges. The word “orange” did however exist. It was the name of the tree. One 
of our favourite spherical fruits later on became known by the same name and so the colour “yellow-red” was renamed over �me as well. 
Speaking of fruits, we name numerous things fruits that actually aren't, such as wheat grains and bean pods. Scien�fically, even corn is a 
fruit. Many people are confused by the name of our school because of S�gler's Law. This revolves around our habit of naming things not 
a�er what they really are, but in order to honour someone else. Many think we are grey the colour, when we are of course actually named 
a�er Grey the name. Even Venn diagrams and Avogadro's constant are examples of S�gler's Law. Big Ben isn't really the tower or the bell 
inside's name, your funny bone isn't a bone, French fries aren't French at all and neither are French Horns.
Misnomers are everywhere, so don't let yourself be fooled.
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By Zach Heynes

Movie Reviews
IT: Chapter 2
Pennywise is back, and more merciless than before. From the opening scene viewers are 
reminded that It means business. This �me around the clown has to face off the adult versions of 
the kids from the first movie, and a new set of talented actors are present. Not only do the actors 
deliver incredible performances, but they also do an excep�onal job of portraying their child 
counterparts. Men�on must especially be made of Bill Hader (Richie) and James Ransone 
(Eddie), who both also contributed tremendously to the well-�med humour in the film. 

With regards to scares, the movie had plenty of effec�ve jump scares, but the main fear factor 
was the constant disturbing creepiness that makes King's wri�ng so popular in the genre. As for 
the plot, the wri�ng team did an incredible job of filtering out and upgrading unnecessary parts 
from the novel. The storyline was s�ll fairly busy, but well-constructed. However, the drawn out 
third act tended to feel redundant at �mes. This was highlighted by the eventual method used to 
defeat It, which was quite an�-climac�c in comparison to the rest of the movie, and frankly a bit 
lame. The beau�fully tragic yet s�ll sa�sfying conclusion was almost enough to let the audience 
forget about it, though. 

Overall, Chapter 2 was an entertaining adventure, and the two-part story's ability to provide a 
solid storyline, clever morals and lessons, and humour while s�ll retaining the scary quality ranks 
them above the general 'scary movie'. However, the first chapter ul�mately takes the cake.

Joker
Even a comic book villain can get their own solo film. Do not let that mislead you, however, as 
Joker is more than just any other superhero movie. In fact, besides the name Joker and the minor 
Batman references, Joker is not a comic book movie at all.

In the chilling psychological thriller, viewers are cap�vated by the story of aspiring stand-up 
comedian Arthur Fleck and his tragic life, where he is constantly mistreated and disappointed by 
society. The movie constantly leaves one chilled and disturbed, and conflicted with one's 
thoughts. You want to sympathize with Fleck, but you know that you shouldn't because, well, 
he's a psychopath. There are even a couple of moments where you are not sure whether you 
should laugh or not. Just when you are developing an understanding of what is happening, a 
twist is revealed that makes you rethink everything. 

Lead actor Joaquin Phoenix delivers an excep�onal performance as the infamous clown. He nails 
and personalizes the Joker laugh, and his demeanor epitomizes the peculiarity of the character 
completely, from the cartoony run to the eerie dancing. The wide range of emo�ons he 
showcases deserves commenda�on, and his name is definitely one to look out for at the 
Academy Awards and other upcoming award ceremonies.

The movie exceeds other superhero movies by paying incredible a�en�on to the cinematography. Every shot could be in a 
gallery, with ligh�ng, colour grading, and general appeal to the eye always on point. This is accompanied by Hildur 
Guðnadó�r's masterful soundtrack to produce a work of art of a movie. One thing that certainly sets Joker aside from other 
comic book movies is that it is not at all far-fetched. That's the best part of the movie as well as the scariest, how easily 
imaginable the movie's events are. The movie successfully uses fic�on to address real world issues in a non-poli�cal way.

7.8

9.8
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